CHAPTER III
THE NATURE AND DESTINY OF MAN *
T
HE chief prize at stake in the battle of Good and Evil is
man. He is tormented by demons who try to make him
their tool by causing him to commit wicked and sinful acts,
while the divine instruction of the Torah, confirmed by the
wisdom of the Masters, guide his feet in the paths of virtue.
It is necessary, therefore, that we should consider the ethical
and anthropological views, which the Jews of Jesus' day held
with regard to the nature and instincts of man and his destiny
both in this world and beyond the grave.
I
the nature of man
In the words of Genesis ii. 7, " Jahweh God formed man of
the dust of the ground; he breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul" Thus man consists in
essence of a material body and of a spiritual clement which
may be termed his vital principle and which comes to him
directly from God. It is on this premise that all Jewish theories
of man's nature are based.
A superficial view of man and his life does not suggest any
difference between his nature and origin and that of the animals.
Genesis ii. 19 makes the statement, " Out of the ground Jahweh
God formed every beast of the field and every fowl of the air" and
although there is no mention of their receiving the breath of
life in their nostrils as man did, it is a not unwarrantable assump-
tion that the redactor found it in his source and suppressed it,
in the belief that the breath of God had raised man to a special
and unique position of honour. The name of the first man,
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